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Mechanical engineering student Steve Tominac, left, works with Mark Beever from the Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters. “Some
of the technology we're applying is economical for homeowners,” said Tominac, who graduated in May with an architecture degree.

Solar house to shine
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Tominac inspects tubes that will be used to heat water in the
solar house being built for a national competition.

SOLAR | Lawrence Tech students build contest entry

From Page 1B

panels that cover much of the
roof. Batteries will be used
when sunlight isn't available.

“Everything we're using in
the house is available on the
market,” said Christina Span,
27, of Madison Heights, who
graduated from LTU in May
with an architecture degree
and remains closely involved in
the project.

Steve Tominae, 23, of West-
land said, “I hope people learn
they can actually apply this to
their homes. Some of the tech-
nology we're applying is eco-
nomical for homeowners.” To-
minac is also a May graduate
with an architecture degree.

The Lawrence Tech team,
which calls itself Team ALOe-
TERRA (which means to nour-
ish the Earth), will compete in
the Solar Decathlon against
other teams from the United
States, as well as teams from
Germany, Spain, Canada and
Puerto Rico, to build the most
attractive and energy-efficient
homes.

Later this month, the home
will be taken apart and shipped
to Washington, D.C., for the

mid-October competition,
sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy.

The home measures 800
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At work Friday are Steve Tominac, left front, Destin Noa, right front, Christina Span, right rear, Steve Sauer,
center rear, and Jody Washington, left rear. The home will be taken apart and shipped to Washington, D.C.

square feet and has a 1100-
square-foot deck. But the living
space is only about 620 square
feet because of the mechanical
equipment inside and the thick-
ness of the walls.

The students say they've de-
signed the home to maximize
the small space, including the
use of a Murphy bed in the sec-
ond bedroom that when in stor-
age allows the room to be used
as an office. A courtyard con-
nects the living areas to the
master bedroom, bathing the
house with light.

“You can live comfortably in
a small house,” said Steve

Sauer, 23, Lake Orion, a May
architecture graduate.

They also paid attention to
accessibility. The bathroom is
all one big wet room. There will
be no separate tub or shower,
just a showerhead. Water from
the shower head will flow into a
drain in the middle of the floor.
Span said it was designed so
that someone who uses a wheel-
chair could easily navigate.

Span said teams generally
spend between $500,000 and
$600,000 to complete the pro-
ject, with the federal energy de-
partment giving each team
$100,000. The balance, she

said, comes from donations.

Dozens of students have
been involved, in the project
from the beginning, and a core
of about 20 has been actively in-
volved. Professional carpen-
ters are also assisting.

Those involved in the pro-
ject say it's an opportunity of a
lifetime.

Sustainable energy, said Jo-
dy Washington, 22, a May ar-
chitecture  graduate from
Northville, “is what I want to fo-
cus on in my career.”
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